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New Zealand employers may employ international student graduates who hold a valid Post-study work visa.  
It is the employers’ responsibility to check that all prospective employees have the right to work in New Zealand.

Post-study work visas:
• Holders can work for any employer and in any location. Depending on their qualification, they can either work in any 

occupation*, or in an occupation that directly relates to their qualification. Please refer to their visa conditions for 
more information.

• The duration of the visa depends on the New Zealand qualification held by the graduate and how long they studied 
the qualification in New Zealand. 

• For example:
 - Holders of bachelor degrees will normally be granted a three year Post-study work visa if they studied the 
qualification for three years in New Zealand. 

 - Holders of sub-degree qualifications (e.g. Level 4-6 or non-degree level 7) will normally be granted a one or two year 
Post-study work visa, depending on how long they studied the qualification in New Zealand. 
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