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Introduction 
 
The end of the month marked the conclusion of the first quarter of the 2023 academic year. We are 
pleased to see record enrolment levels as well as the level of student engagement across the campus. UCΩs 
long-term investment in student success and distinctive degree offerings, along with the relative 
affordability of housing and positive perceptions of Christchurch, have resulted in significant growth in the 
number of new domestic school leavers changing regions to come to Canterbury. International students are 
also beginning to return, in sync with our recovery plan.   
 
Our 150th anniversary cycle of events has started in earnest. Chancellor Amy Adams, Pou Whakarae Te 
Maire Tau, Assistant Vice-Chancellor Engagement Brett Berquist and I represented UC at a reception in 
Parliament hosted by the new Education Minister, the Honourable Jan Tinetti

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZIbyaAvwVE
http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/about/community-impact-report/
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founder and CEO of the largest poi manufacturer in the world; and the winner was Shaneel Lal, who 

https://www.nzrocketry.org.nz/events/national-launch-day/nld-feature-flights
https://www.nzrocketry.org.nz/events/national-launch-day
https://www.nzrocketry.org.nz/events/national-launch-day
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Associate Professor Cathy Andrew (Faculty of Health, Acting Executive Dean) attended the MedTech 
Showcase at Parliament, where Distinguished Professors Maggie-Lee Huckabee and Geoff Chase presented 
their innovations. Opened by Minister of Health the Honourable Ayesha Verrall, the event was an 
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one alone, 293 students took advantage of PALS in one of its 12 programme offerings. PALS leaders report 
a significant upswing in interest in the programme and attendance is tracking well.  
 
Likewise, Te Kakau a aņǳƛ scholars are participating in the various touchpoints of the programme. Social 
sessions have been run to connect scholars with their homebase groups. As the term progressed, success 
coaching began, along with career development learning opportunities. It was special to have three of the 
scholars attend the UC parliamentary event in Wellington (see the Introduction for more detail)
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International collaboration continues to develop. As part of expanding collaboration and cooperation 
between the United States and New Zealand in space and aerospace, New Zealand signed the Artemis 
Accords in 2021, and more recently a Space Agreement between the two countries in late 2022. 
Additionally, during a tour of New Zealand, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
Administrator Bill Nelson and Deputy Administrator Pamela Melroy visited UC along with Minister the Hon 
Ayesha Verrall and New Zealand Space Agency officials over two days. UC presented on a suite of current 
joint UC and NASA projects: supporting Rocket Lab and its involvement in the Artemis Project; new sensor 
development for hydrological monitoring; biotechnology developments in micro-gravity; use of Antarctic 
observation of Earth; near-Earth asteroid detection and interception; and adaptive-optical satellite tracking 
from Mt John Observatory. More broadly the presentation covered sustainability issues of rocket launching 
and space situational awareness. During the visit, UC science student Leah Albrow was one of five Kiwi 
postgraduate students awarded a 12-week ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ b!{!Ωǎ WŜǘ tǊƻǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ [ŀōoratory in California, 
supported by the government-funded New Zealand Space Scholarship programm
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competitionΩs final round. The UC team was among those selected and will compete at the finals event held 
from 20ς23 April at the National Renewal Energy Lab (NREL) Headquarters in Golden, Colorado, USA. 


